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Sam Talamantes has been working in the arboriculture and vegetation management field for over a decade. As a 
certified arborist and tree risk assessor, her work bridges the gap between trees, people, and infrastructure, 
collaborating with communities, contractors, and land managers to support informed decision making the prioritizes 
both environmental and public safety.

Katie Kroger is a Landscape Construction Project Manager at Cagwin & Dorward, specializing in high end residential 
work and large scale commercial work with a focus in drought tolerant/native plantings. She graduated from UC 
Davis with a B.A. in Design and Landscape Restoration and has worked in the industry for 8 years. Her work 
encompasses the entire process from project conception to completion, designing, estimating, and managing 
projects for commercial and residential properties in Marin and Sonoma County. 

Dave Phelps is a landscape architect, consultant, and educator whose company, Garden Enlightenment, 
specializes in solving landscape problems, assisting with projects to comply with the MWELO and AB 1572, as well 
as creating Vegetation Management Plans for fire safety, providing horticultural consulting, and conducting Irrigation 
Audits. 


